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The James MacDonald Inclusion Grant  

My name is Jeanie, and when I was in fifth grade, I was put in a special reading class and was 

teased for it. In eighth grade, special circumstances allowed me to attend school outside of my 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ άǎƘƻǊǘ ōǳǎέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƳŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ōǳǘ 

soon found that my bus mates could make the 30 minute drive easier with their card playing skills 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ L ƎǊŜǿ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

My son, James, was always special. As a baby, he had a low frustration tolerance, and as a pre-

schooler, he struggled with speech and was served with special education services within our 

Northshore School District. When he had trouble with reading, a special education teacher helped 

him within the classroom. He never knew that he was being served until fourth grade, when he 

ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘέ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƴƎΗ WŀƳŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

have it, and I understood why.  

 

WŀƳŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘȅǎƭŜȄƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¢Ŝǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ 

his intelligence, so we had to fight in order to keep him in regular classrooms.  

 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōƛƪŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƪŀǘŜ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎΣ 

soccer, hanging out with his friends and was an expert skier. In the end, my son was delusional 

and did everything he could think of to escape his pain, but died feeling that he would never be 

accepted. 

 

It is my hope that you will choose to promote inclusion. Not because it has touched my family, but 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

reach out to your peers if needed? 

 

Sincerely,  Jeanie MacDonald 

Who is 
James 

MacDonald?  

A former Northshore 
student reminds us, 
  òsee me, not my disability.ó  
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The James MacDonald Inclusion Grant  

What is 
the grant?  

We are looking for students who want to make a difference in their 

school or local community.  We want to hear your ideas about change you 

would like to see.  

 

bƻǊǘƘǎƘƻǊŜΩǎ {9t!/  ό{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 

Council), as part of its  mission to promote inclusive school communities, 

is providing a grant of up to $1500 to a school (or schools), that 

 submit a proposal for a project, program or event which 

is student-initiated,  

promotes the inclusion of ALL students, 

makes a positive difference in the community  and  

builds leadership in the student body . 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ 

involve youth from general and special education classes. This grant is 

designed so all students can practice being leaders and building 

community.   Students in contained learning centers or special education 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ  
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The James MacDonald Inclusion Grant  

Requirements  
The proposal must be open to, and promote involvement of, 

students from all segments of the student population and 

specifically target students in contained learning 

classrooms and special education programs. 

 

The grant proposal must be a student led initiative, guided by 

a named faculty, mentor /advisor.  

 

The grant proposal must have school administration approval. 


